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queen of the 80s power ballad, dies

10J7. Total Eclipse singer Bonnie Tyler,

| S

Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler, best known for her powerful, haunting
love song Total Eclipse of the Heart, has died aged 75 in hospital in
Portugal, her family announced on Thursday. With her distinctive
husky voice, tousled mane of blonde hair and black eyeliner, Tyler

REUTERS

was instantly recognisable as the queen of 1980s power ballad. AFP

U.S., Iran exchange more attacks
across West Asia, threatening deal

Iran reports US. strikes around the perimeter of Bushehr nuclear plant as US. officials say they hit about 90 Iranian military

gueen of the 80s power ballad, dies
'Total Eclipse' &Y amfA&T Bonnie Tyler, 80 &
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e Welsh singer Bonnie Tyler, best known for her
powerful, haunting love song Total Eclipse of the Heart,
has died aged 75 in hospital in Portugal, her family
announced on Thursday.

AeRT IS Bonnie Tyler, ST 3797 Aol 3 H1aqoT
9# 37T Total Eclipse of the Heart & forw e 3119
ffeer of, &r 75 a¥ T 317G H T o Teh 3ETcATel A
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targets; new fighting erupted hours before the burial of Khamenei; Tehran officials report that U.S. attacks killed 17 people

Agence France-Presse
MASHHAD

ew fighting erupted
N between the United

States and Iran
hours ahead of the burial
of longtime Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei on
Thursday, with Tehran tar-
geting U.S. allies in the re-
gion and American strikes
hitting the perimeter of an
Iranian nuclear power
plant.

The renewed hostilities,
triggered by tensions over
the Strait of Hormuz,
sparked concerns of a re-
turn to full-scale war after
an April ceasefire and a
June U.S.-Iran accord end-
ed five weeks of conflict.
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Mourners carry a banner against Donald Trump as they gather on
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the day of Khamenei’s burial in Mashhad on Thursday. REUTERS

This was the second day
in a row that the decades-
old foes exchanged at-
tacks, with Iranian officials
reporting the U.S. attacks
had killed 17 people.

The Islamic republic
said it had resumed its at-
tacks targeting U.S. assets
in Kuwait, Bahrain and Qa-
tar, while sirens blared in
Jordan - another U.S. ally

— where the military said it
had intercepted eight mis-
siles launched from Iran.

The fighting came with
Iran preparing to bury
Khamenei, who was killed
alongside close family
members on the first day
of the U.S.-Israeli war
against Iran on February
28, in his hometown of
Mashhad.

‘Effort to overshadow’
The United States targeted
the perimeter of Iran’s only
civilian nuclear plant with
a strike on Thursday, Ira-
nian state media reported,
citing the deputy governor
of Bushehr province.

The Iranian Foreign Mi-
nistry said the U.S. attacks

targeted civilian infrastruc-
ture, including railway
bridges, and described the
strikes as a “gross war
crime”.

U.S. military officials
said Thursday’s strikes hit
approximately 90 Iranian
military targets, including
air defence systems, mis-
sile and drone storage
sites.

Iran’s  Revolutionary
Guards accused the United
States of an “effort to over-
shadow” Khamenei’s fun-
eral with its attacks.

In a sign of the security
tensions, at least one fight-
er jet escorted the plane
carrying Khamenei’s coffin
to its final burial in
Mashhad.

10J7. U.S., Iran exchange more attacks across West Asia, threatening deal
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e Iran reports U.S. strikes around the perimeter of Bushehr nuclear plant as U.S. officials
say they hit about 90 Iranian military targets; new fighting erupted hours before the burial of
Khamenei; Tehran officials report that U.S. attacks killed 17 people.

§00T o Bushehr nuclear plant & 3T AR gaaT T Gar=ir &, Staich AR srfaamial
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e The Islamic republic said it had resumed its attacks targeting U.S. assets in Kuwait,

Bahrain and Qatar, while sirens blared in Jordan — another U.S. ally — where the military
said it had intercepted eight missiles launched from Iran.

SEATAS IVRIST A el foh 3HA Fad, Tt AR Faw 7 3ARA TRAgft o1 3r9e garel
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Australia announces repatriation of three antiquities taken from Tamil Nadu
temples

Freeforar o afftaang & AR ¥ o 918 78 et wrehier eRiE i R AT i Gy Hir

Australia announces repatriation of three
antiquities taken from Tamil Nadu temples
GS I History |

R. Sivaraman
CHENNAI

Australia will repatriate
three ancient artefacts sto-
len from temples in Tamil
Nadu, including a Chola-
era bronze trident, a gra-
nite Nandi idol and a Kar-
thikeya sculpture, in a
move announced during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the country.

The Union Ministry of
Culture said in a press
statement, “In a profound
testament to the civilisa-
tional resonance anchor-
ing modern diplomacy,
Australia is set to repatriate
three culturally significant
ancient antiquities to In-
dia. These artefacts in-
clude a ceremonial bronze
trident of Goddess Bhadra-
kali, a majestic granite idol
of Nandi, and a basalt
sculpture depicting the six-
headed Karthikeya.” All
these items date back to
the 11th and 12th Centuries
and were originally
sourced from temples in
Tamil Nadu. The official

Precious legacy: A Nandi sculpture, a Karthikeya (Shanmukha) idol and a Bhadrakali trident are among
the antiguities that are to be returned. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

announcement of the repa-
triation coincides with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi‘s visit to Australia,
further emphasising the
strong cultural alignment
between the two nations,
the Ministry said.

The three antiquities,
currently housed in the Na-
tional Gallery of Australia,
are being repatriated un-
der the Mutual Legal Assis-
tance Treaty (MLAT) after
investigations by the Tamil
Nadu Idol Wing CID esta-
blished that they had been
removed from temples in
Tamil Nadu and trafficked

overseas.

Commenting on the re-
patriation of the idols, S.
Vijaya Kumar, cultural en-
thusiast and co-founder of
India Pride, said the return
of these three artefacts
marks the conclusion of a
process that should have
happened many years ago.

More than a decade has
passed since the National
Gallery of Australia’s inde-
pendent provenance re-
view by former High Court
Justice Susan Crennan AC
identified significant short-
comings in the provenance
of these objects. The re-

view concluded that the
ownership histories of two
idols did not establish law-
ful export from India.

The Bhadrakali Trident
was acquired from Temple
Gallery, New York, with a
provenance tracing owner-
ship only to Dr. P.S. Rao,
Chennai, before entering
the gallery in 1993. Justice
Crennan concluded that
this ownership history did
not establish that the ob-
ject had been legally ex-
ported. It has now been
identified as originating
from Sri Kasi Viswanatha
Swamy Temple, Kolluman-

gudi, Tiruvarur district.

The Stone Nandi was
purchased from Carlton
Rochell Asian Art based on
an elaborate provenance
claiming that Mexican di-
plomat Mario Calderon
had assembled the sculp-
ture in Goa before it passed
through inheritance to Pe-
dro Silva Villasenor in Mex-
ico. The Crennan Review
found that this ownership
chain was not convincingly
corroborated, and subse-
quent investigation identi-
fied the sculpture as origi-
nating from the temple in
Tamil Nadu.

The Karthikeya (Shan-
mukha) followed a prove-
nance similar to the Bha-
drakali Trident, again
relying upon ownership
through Dr. P.S. Rao and
Temple Gallery. Justice
Crennan’s review conclud-
ed that there was insuffi-
cient evidence to establish
a lawful export from India.
It has now been identified
as originating from Naga-
nathaswamy Temple, Ma-
nambadi, Thanjavur.

10J7. Australia announces repatriation of three antiquities taken from Tamil
Nadu temples
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e Australia will repatriate three ancient artefacts stolen from temples in Tamil Nadu, including
a Chola-era bronze trident, a granite Nandi idol and a Karthikeya sculpture, in a move
announced during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the country.

Fiteeforar affrerg & Al & TRy &1 a1$ et urehst Fearpfarat (artefacts) — Ueh AreTelie
17 f¥ee (Chola-era bronze trident), Teh #18€ & 9fa#T (granite Nandi idol) 3R T
Ffetadr 1 7t (Karthikeya sculpture) — T HR SHETTT| SHAT ENTUT FeTersat Ay AT
&1 srETorT AT & eRieT Fir ars|

e These artefacts include a ceremonial bronze trident of Goddess Bhadrakali, a majestic
granite idol of Nandi, and a basalt sculpture depicting the six-headed Karthikeya.

ST holipfcral 7 &Y SgranTelt &7 Teh Jesalfoien e FrRIer (bronze trident), 7Y &Y T 37e
JaTse WIAAT, TUT : W aTe FIfcHT I G2l T dwTee Afet (basalt sculpture) A

¢ All these items date back to the 11th and 12th Centuries and were originally sourced from
temples in Tamil Nadu.

3 @ aeq 114t 3k 12aﬁamafr£r%3ﬁ1ﬂgwﬁaﬁaﬂ1§$ﬁﬁﬁﬁwgézﬁl

e The three antiquities, currently housed in the National Gallery of Australia, are being
repatriated under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) after investigations by the
Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID established that they had been removed from temples in Tamil
Nadu and trafficked overseas.

¥ Nt 9 eRYEY (antiquities), SiY IdATT 3 National Gallery of Australia & 3@ aT$ §,
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) & dgd #Rd dilers ST 38T &, it Tamil Nadu
Idol Wing cm@raiaﬁugﬁa}:gm%g%aﬁm@amﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmaﬁr
ITE ot
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10J7 | Monsoon has covered the entire country, a day later than normal, says IMD
IMD & TR, ATAHA A VAT TAT ¥ T e a1 QX 97 1 Fa fwa

Monsoon has covered the entire Country a day later than normal, says IMD

Jacob Koshy on June 5. While the ad-  the country. east India, east-central In-  and the eventual June-Sep- completed on July 3, while
NEW DELHI vance was slower than in Delhi and the National dia and the eastern penin-  tember rainfall. in 2015 it occurred relative-
recent years, the July 9  Capital Region received sig- sula may receive normal to However, some promi- ly early, on June 26.

The southwest monsoon date is not unusual histori-  nificant rainfall overnight o above-normal rainfall. July  nent El Nifio years associat- The contrasting dates
covered the entire country  cally. and on Thursday, causing receives the highest rain- ed with deficient mon-  underline that the speed of
on Thursday, a day later Since 1971, the monsoon ~ waterlogging and traffic fall among the monsoon soons also saw delayed the monsoon’s geographi-
than its normal date, after  has covered the countryon  disruptions in several months and is critical for  coverage. cal advance is not, by itself,
advancing into the remain-  dates ranging from June 16  areas. agriculture. In 2002, one of India’s  a reliable indicator of sea-
ing parts of the north Ara-  in 2013 to August 15 in The recent wet spell, ho- India’s current mon- most severe monsoon sonal rainfall
bian Sea, Rajasthan, Ha- 2002, according to IMD  wever, does not necessari- “  soon rainfall deficit stands ~ drought years, the mon- El Nifio can weaken
ryana, and Punjab, India data. ly indicate how rainfall will | at 15%, a sharp improve-  soon covered the country monsoon circulation and
Meteorological ~ Depart- The monsoon’s progress  evolve through the rest of ment from 38% on June 30.  only on August 15, the lat-  affect the amount and dis-
ment (IMD) officials said. has accelerated over the the month. heavy spell of rain in New Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA Historical data show no  est date in the 1971-2025re-  tribution of rainfall even af-
The nationwide cover- past week, accompanied The IMD has forecast simple relationship bet-  cord. ter the monsoon has for-
age came 35 days after the by widespread heavy rain-  below-normal rainfall for  July, defined as less than erage, even as some parts ween the date of nation- In 2009, another major  mally covered the entire

monsoon reached Kerala fall across several parts of  the country as a whole in ~ 94% of the long-period av-  of northwest and north- wide monsoon coverage droughtyear, coveragewas country.

10J7. Monsoon has covered the entire country, a day later than normal, says
IMD

IMD & 38R, ATAHA o HAT AT { TF T a1e; q 3er 1 Fa?

e The southwest monsoon covered the entire country on Thursday, a day later than its normal
date, after advancing into the remaining parts of the north Arabian Sea, Rajasthan, Haryana,
and Punjab, India Meteorological Department (IMD) officials said.

HR AIGH Ta1TeT fF8mT (IMD) o 3TRISRTRET o1 et foh SIaToT-aiRes AIAHa o 37X 3R AFK,
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TSTEYTe, RO 3R G & AT T & 37137 9Ge7 o dle; JTaR T AAY AT & Teh ot 1
QX 2 Y e’ T fera|

e The nationwide coverage came 35 days after the monsoon reached Kerala on June 5.
X &R0 H AT T FAEAR 5 ST T hlel Tga= & 35 o 1 g3

¢ While the advance was slower than in recent years, the July 9 date is not unusual
historically.

gTcllfeh SHehT FATTCH GToT & ST T Jofall 7 il TET, oifehet Acgriaen €7 & 9 Far$ A arra
AT 6T &

e Since 1971, the monsoon has covered the country on dates ranging from June 16 in 2013 to
August 15 in 2002, according to IMD data.

IMD & 37iehst & T8, 1971 & STg & AT o G I 2013 & 16 I & AH 2002 # 15
IIET T FY AT TG R FHax Har

e Historical data show no simple relationship between the date of nationwide monsoon
coverage and the eventual June-September rainfall.

UfeAe 31iehs TaTa 8 f3h 9 &2r 7 ATgT & Holol i A 3R 3ifH Sor-Reraw aut & drer
IS HET HeeT 76 B
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10J7 | IPS trainee moves SC on postpartum hiatus rule
JHAT ITGhIer I Y AHT IPS wie] aF gler H1E w1 3@
10J7 | Why is the Centre revising the NFSA?

Fg TIHR NFSA F HeersT FaY T WY 82

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5



[0}

IPS trainee
moves SC on
postpartum
hiatus rule

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of In-
dia is scheduled to hear on
July 10 the appeal of a wo-
man Indian Police Service
(IPS) probationer who has
questioned a 36-year-old
policy of the Home Minis-
try which requires new
mothers like her to take a
year’s postpartum break
from training.

On July 8, a Bench head-
ed by Justice Manoj Misra
had sought the govern-
ment’s response to a peti-
tion filed by Urvashi Sen-
gar. The court’s order,
published on July 9, high-
lighted Ms. Sengar’s query
on whether the policy aims
to disentitle new parents
like her rather than pro-
tecting them.

Ms. Sengar, who gave
birth on September 29 last
year, submitted that she
had volunteered for the re-
quisite training, which was
to commence on June 22
this year. However, the de-
partment concerned had
refused her permission,
citing the Ministry’s Office
Memorandum of August
23, 1993, which provided
for “a year’s hiatus in train-
ing post delivery”.
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10J7. IPS trainee moves SC on postpartum hiatus rule

JHAIR TR fATH HY AT IPS Tire] A A $RE #1379
o

e The Supreme Court of India is scheduled to hear on July 10 the
appeal of a woman Indian Police Service (IPS) probationer who has
guestioned a 36-year-old policy of the Home Ministry which requires
new mothers like her to take a year’s postpartum break from training.

HRA T FHA FIE 10 FlT$ T Teh ATgoll HRAT Ifw @4 (1PS) Fire] v
37T O FeaTS A, Free g FATerT v 36 I g Ay AN E,
S dgd 3% St 718 AT Y UfAToT ¥ U 9§ FT WA AaHIer

(postpartum break) =T 3far B

e On July 8, aBench headed by Justice Manoj Misra had sought
the government’s response to a petition filed by Urvashi Sengar.

8 FelT$ ! ~AIATE Manoj Misra T 37eg&Ta arell 915 (Bench) o
Urvashi Sengar GaRT gRIR AT 9T AR § STATe HET AT

e Ms. Sengar, who gave birth on September 29 last year,
submitted that she had volunteered for the requisite training, which was to
commence on June 22 this year.

A Sengar, fSiegiel ool a¥ 29 RAdaw 1 st T STea fem o1, A T d
TR o 3egieT 3TTaegeh UfRIEToT & oI Ta oot ogerd &1 oY, St 5@ ay 22
SToT & TR et T
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is the Centre revising the NFSA?

Why has the Centre proposed changing AAY foodgrain entitlements? How will the proposed amendment affect households? Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala

EXPLAINER

T. Ramakrishnan

The story so far:
nJuly 6, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay urged
the Centre to retain the
present provision of 35 kg of
foodgrains per household per month
under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
meant for the poorest of the poor, and
not to make it a per capita system. The
next day, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau voiced
its concern and demanded that the
proposed amendment to the entitlement
criteria be dropped. About 10 days ago,
immediately after the Union government
made public its plan to amend the
National Food Security Act (NFSA),
Kerala’s Food Minister Anoop Jacob
expressed reservations over the move.

What is the amendment mooted?

On June 24, the Union Food and Public
Distribution (F&PD) Department, while
publishing a draft amendment Bill to the
NFSA, said every person belonging to AAY
households would be entitled to seven kg
of foodgrains per month, subject to a
maximum of 35 kg per household per

opposing? Could the amendment widen regional disparities in foodgrain allocation?

Grains of debate

The Centre’s proposed amendment to the National Food Security Act has triggered concerns that foodgrain allocations under the Antyodaya Anna
Yojana could fall for many households in the southern States

AATAY AT

T

month. At present, the entitlement is for Table 1: AAY 8 I Fine balance: The aim and purpose of the areto
the entire household with a ceiling of 35 - R 5 remove intra-category inequities, provide for more rational
kg per month. The proposed amendment sallng 8 Aliocution of i ion, and better align enti with
covers the first proviso to sub-section (1) of Y No.of AAY | No.of foodgrains requirements. M. SRINATH
# 5 ¢ ¥ households | pouseholds persons for 2026-27
of Section 3 (Right to receive foodgrains at (takhs) (inlakh) | (infakh) | (intonnes) o
subsidised prices by persons belonging to Table 2: Off-take and distribution in the Southern States
eligible households) of the Act. The public Andhra Pradesh 9.09 8.48 22.48 3,81,557 o e o e i
y : low the Sou lared during the current
can Cgmmsizltxon the o d till July K 12 103 4272 4,60,740 financial year up to the month of May 2026 (tonnes)
13 and send their views by email to
suneel.sachdeva@nic.in znd Kerala 5.96 5.93 18.53 2,50,236 State Allocation | Off take (drawal)
saurabhomar.edu@gov.in. jaiiNadl ] A851 L LSt Andhra Pradesh 63,593 63,593 57,837
Telangana 6.49 5.64 15.66 2,38,074

= 5 e 76,790 57,316 35,003
Why 18 t!:e change being proposed? Puducherry* (UT) 032 0.24 077 0 Keraia 41708 3 Ein 50,458
The existing household-based d b ¢
entitlement, Lhough intended asa Share of the South 52.51 49.16 162.37 21,13,378 Tamil Nadu 1,30,462 1,90,135 1,21,709
protective measure for the most AllIndia 250 217.01 | 777.41 99,33,042 39,679 59,519 38,893
vulnerable families, results in significant : :
E ities d R Ha size of th Source: Foodgrain bulletin for May ‘As Puducherry follows the concept of direct Share of the South |  3,52,230 4,10375 2,73,900
inequities depending upon the size of the 2026, Department of Food and Public ~ Denefit transfer, no allocation has been made.
gousehold, 3csmrd1ngl:0 [hehF%)sD . Distribution, Government of India ** foodgrains - rice, wheat and coarse grains Allindia 1655505 S

epartment. Smaller households receive

a higher per-capita entitlement, whereas
larger households receive a lower the periods in question were not being ‘The existing household-based would cause a fall in the monthly
per-capita entitlement, which may fall swift in handling the rice shortage. Since entitlement, though intended as a | allocation of foodgrains from 65,261

below the entitlement available to priority
households.

The aim and purpose are to remove
intra-category inequities, provide for
more rational foodgrain allocation, and
better align entitlements with nutritional
requirements, a note prepared by the
department said.

However, the proposed amendment
does not seek to address the inclusion of
ineligible persons as beneficiaries, a
problem that persists at the State level.

What is the story behind the two

hern States’ oppositi
It is not for the first time that the two
States are articulating their opposition to
matters concerning the food policy, as
their contemporary political history has
an important ingredient — the politics of
food. Kerala, which has a long history of
the public distribution system (PDS)
dating back to the now-abolished princely
State of Travancore, introduced informal
food distribution mechanisms to mitigate
the food shortage of the poor and
vulnerable, and was perhaps the first to
launch a formal PDS in 1962, three years
before the establishment of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI). At least on two
occasions — 1952 and 1967 — Tamil Nadu
saw political upsets, the incumbent
regime getting reduced to a minority in
1952 and being shown the door (in 1967).
The reason was that the governments of

1967, successive Chief Ministers of the
State have been cautious in taking
decisions with regard to the subject of
rice.

It was no wonder that the two States
were vociferous in their stand in the
run-up to the formulation of the NFSA.
Though the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) took charge in
2011 in Kerala, the government did not
agree to the implementation of the 2013
law — an Act of Parliament — despite the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
regime at the Centre pushing the
legislation. The main reservation it had
was that the NFSA would lead to the
removal of a “large number of poor
families” from the list of beneficiaries and
put an “enormous financial burden” on
the State. However, the then Chief
Minister, Oommen Chandy, at one point
in time, committed himself to the
enforcement of the law in his State,
though it was left to his successor,
Pinarayi Vijayan, to take the formal
decision.

In Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa, as Chief
Minister, virulently opposed the law
because immediately after she came to
power in May 2011, her government
started the distribution of rice, free to all
the ration cardholders, regardless of their
economic status. She had criticised the
government for stating that those who

would be left out of the NFSA would not

protective measure for the most
vulnerable families, results in

significant inequities depending
upon the size of the household

be eligible to receive free rice. Eventually,
she extracted a major concession from
the Union government that the existing
allocations, as they stood in 2013, for all
the States would be legally safeguarded.

Hence, it was no surprise that the two
southern neighbours joined the rest of the
country in November 2016 in
implementing the law.

Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala
opposing the amendment to NFSA?
Explaining how Kerala would be affected
by the latest move, Mr. Jacob has pointed
out that States such as his, characterised
by nuclear families, will be at a
disadvantage as there will be a reduction
in the quantity of free foodgrains for
families with fewer than five members. He
has recalled that even in 2013, when the
law took effect, his State took the stand
that the AAY cardholders deserved
“special consideration,” a position that it
continues. “As a consumption State, any
cut in Kerala’s allocation is a matter of
concern,” Mr. Jacob stated.

Mr. Vijay, who referred in his letter to
Mr. Modi about how the amendment

tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, stated that the
number of AAY cardholders below the
family size of five members is 15.75 lakh
(out of a total of 18.64 lakhs), covering
58.51 lakh beneficiaries (total: 69.27
lakhs). “Rice provided to the AAY
cardholders is a staple ingredient of all
three meals of the day and cannot be
substituted with any other commodity
from the open market, resulting in

i ial out of pocket exp 7 he

said.

Besides, Anuradha Talwar, a
functionary of the Right to Food
Campaign, said that the d
would bring a “North-South divide” in
foodgrain allocation, as families in
northern States would get higher
allocations as their average family size
was bigger than that of the southern
States.

‘What is the way forward?

Ideally, such a change should have been
subjected to greater public scrutiny to
arrive at a consensus. However, T.
Sadagopan, president, Tamil Nadu

Progressive Consumer Centre and veteran

activist who served on the State
government’s panels on food, suggests

that the Centre chalk out a middle path by
making the allocation of 30 kg per family,

irrespective of family members. This

would help the Union government to cut

down its subsidy bill.

THE GIST

v

The Centre has proposed
amending the NFSA to change
AAY foodgrain entitlements
from a household-based
system to a per capita
allocation of 7 kg per person,
subject to a maximum of 35 kg
per household, to address
inequities in the existing
system.

v

Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
opposed the proposal, arguing
that it will reduce foodgrain
allocations for households with
fewer than five members and
increase the burden on poor
families, particularly in States
with predominantly nuclear
families.

v

While the Centre says the
amendment will make
foodgrain distribution more
equitable, critics warn it could
widen regional disparities, and
some have suggested a middle
path of a fixed 30 kg allocation
per household.
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10J7. Why is the Centre revising the NFSA?
&g AIER NFSA & Tl F41 HT W@ 82

On July 6, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay urged the Centre to retain the
present provision of 35 kg of foodgrains per household per month under the Antyodaya
Anna Yojana (AAY) meant for the poorest of the poor, and not to make it a per capita
system.

6 STelTs Y AAAATS F FEIHA Y. NG fasra & Shg & 31marg R o 3rcgc It & faw
TATS 15 AT 3ot ANSTAT (AAY) & Tad Ifd IRAR 9fd Ag 35 feraliameT @gde= T It
SIGEYT T TATU IGT AT AR 58 Il S gotmelr 7 o ggar S0 |

About 10 days ago, immediately after the Union government made public its plan to amend
the National Food Security Act (NFSA), Kerala’s Food Minister Anoop Jacob expressed
reservations over the move.

SHT 10 ForeT g, Shey TR STRT AT WIeT F&T IfAferrar (NFSA) # wiverst & Frster
AIESIeleh e & TRl 916, Tiel o TIEF HAY IeT A o $H e R AT e i

What is the amendment mooted?

gEaifad e #4787

On June 24, the Union Food and Public Distribution (F&PD) Department, while publishing
a draft amendment Bill to the NFSA, said every person belonging to AAY households would
be entitled to seven kg of foodgrains per month, subject to a maximum of 35 kg per
household per month.

24 3T 1 FET WeF TF WS fAaor (F&PD) fa#mer f NFSA & weitere [aeiaes &t #star
FeRTIRICT Rl §U el foh AAY IRGRT & Scdieh carferd ot il #1g A fhailare @redie=t f&e,
Srehr 1frend# dar ufa aRar afa #g 35 et gt

At present, the entitlement is for the entire household with a ceiling of 35 kg per month.

AT 7 et R 9RaR & fow g, foraeht siftrsmas @ ufa #1g 35 fretamer B

The existing household-based entitlement, though intended as a protective measure for the
most vulnerable families, results in significant inequities depending upon the size of the
household, according to the F&PD Department.

F&PD fa#TT & 3HeTHR, dciTel IREAR-ITETRE 9T, gTefifeh T HAIR TRART T F&tr &
3T & §9 A da1s 15 Y, Aferet TRER & TR & 3R 9T AgcaquT HHAETATT e il g

Smaller households receive a higher per-capita entitlement, whereas larger households
receive a lower per-capita entitlement, which may fall below the entitlement available to
priority households.

BT IRART FI 3170F ufa saferd grar R §, Safe 53 IRaRT & & gfa safFd aradr
eI &, S I fAeRdr arer IRaRT &Y el arell ar=dr & 8t e g TahdT 8

However, the proposed amendment does not seek to address the inclusion of ineligible
persons as beneficiaries, a problem that persists at the State level.

gTlifoh, TEATiad TRATETT AT sqTFAAT Y A fiaY & ¥ & anfAe fFw S & qoear 1 g
e T T TG PRAT &, SN I T R 3730 37 ot g5 &

Kerala, which has a long history of the public distribution system (PDS) dating back to the
now-abolished princely State of Travancore, introduced informal food distribution mechanisms
to mitigate the food shortage of the poor and vulnerable, and was perhaps the first to launch a
formal PDS in 1962, three years before the establishment of the Food Corporation of India
(FCI).

Yel, Toraent Ardsifash faaRor JoIrel (PDS) T ofeT S{der 37 THATC gl gobh AU AT

& THT A S, o I AR FHSR 9t BT Gl Hal T el el oh [T Al Ged
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TIeROT Saa et & T i 3R Fararer: 1962 # =T PDS Y& Flet dTell Ggoll AT AT, ST
R Wie f9Ta (FCI) S T F e a8 ugel 2|

e Explaining how Kerala would be affected by the latest move, Mr. Jacob has pointed out that
States such as his, characterised by nuclear families, will be at a disadvantage as there will
be a reduction in the quantity of free foodgrains for families with fewer than five members.

S IV FeH H ol H8 JITAd 81T, agm?fg‘@&ﬁ?lﬁﬁqdlm o 3o oI T, Tal
T TRART 1 3UHAT 8, st 1 Feufa 7 giet Fiifer ura & & weedi arel aRant & faw
HF WIehTe< T AT FA g1 Seaf|
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TS TURM $TRA- 3 faar ArsigrT &1 fastor
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Should India restart dialogue with Pakistan?

FIT R Y TfHEATT F A ATt BT F P& FYedr few?
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India, Australia move to deepen
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Amid geostrategic uncertainties, Prime Minister Modi, his Australian counterpart, Albanese, adopt declaration to expand

maritime security ties and defence collaboration; the countries also seal pacts on civil nuclear energy and critical minerals

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

ndia and Australia on
l Thursday adopted a

Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security
Cooperation, committing
to significantly deepen mil-
itary engagement, streng-
then defence industrial
collaboration, and expand
maritime security coopera-
tion amid growing geostra-
tegic uncertainty in the In-
do-Pacific region. The two
countries also sealed pacts
on civil nuclear energy and
critical minerals sectors.

The declaration, adopt-
ed by Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his Aus-
tralian counterpart,
Anthony Albanese, out-
lines an ambitious road
map to elevate defence ties
through strategic consulta-
tions, enhanced interoper-
ability between the armed
forces, expanded military
exercises, and greater col-
laboration in defence
science, technology, and
industrial supply chains.

A statement released by
the office of the Australian
Prime Minister mentioned
that, under the declara-
tion, the two sides agreed
to hold regular consulta-

Tactical ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted by his Australian counterpart, Anthony
Albanese, in Melbourne on Thursday. Ap

tions on defence-related
developments in the Indo-
Pacific  affecting their
shared interests, increase
the complexity of bilateral
and multilateral military
exercises, accelerate ef-
forts to improve interoper-
ability and information
sharing between their
armed forces, and expand
aircraft deployments from
each other’s territories.
The deal also envisages
deeper personnel exchang-
es through education,
training, and liaison ap-
pointments, while explor-
ing opportunities to coop-
erate in recruiting skilled
personnel for their respec-
tive defence workforces.
Mr. Modi emphasised

the importance of a free
and stable Indo-Pacific and
highlighted the growing
engagement between the
two nations in the defence
domain. “The Indo-Pacific
is not just the confluence
of two oceans. It also sym-
bolises the shared aspira-
tions of like-minded de-
mocracies like India and
Australia,” he said.

The agreement on civil
nuclear energy to facilitate
the commercial supply of
uranium from Australia to
India to fuel nuclear power
projects came nearly 12
years after the two coun-
tries inked a historic civil
nuclear cooperation pact.

“Today, we have signed
an important agreement in

the field of nuclear energy.
This will open the way for
uranium supplies from
Australia to India and give
new impetus to our clean
energy objectives,” he said.

He also announced the
launch of the Australia-In-
dia Partnership on Cyber,
Critical Technologies, and
Supply Chains and said
both sides will also work
together on a critical min-
erals corridor.

Under the provisions of
the energy security frame-
work, India and Australia
vowed to strengthen ener-
gy security by maintaining
a stable, secure and relia-
ble supply of coal, diesel,
other liquid fuels and natu-
ral gas. The two countries

will implement an India-
Australia Maritime Securi-
ty Collaboration Road Map
to strengthen coordination
across the Indian Ocean
and the wider Indo-Pacific.
Both sides committed to
encouraging greater inte-
gration between their de-
fence industries, building
resilient supply chains and
expanding collaboration in
defence innovation,
science and technology.
The leaders noted that
the new declaration builds
upon the India-Australia
Joint Declaration on Secur-
ity Cooperation signed in
2009 and complements
existing institutional me-
chanisms, including the
Foreign Ministers’ Frame-
work Dialogue, 2+2 Foreign
and Defence Ministerial
Dialogue, and Defence Mi-
nisters’ Dialogue. They al-
so reiterated support for
regional institutions, in-
cluding the Indian Ocean
Rim Association, ASEAN-
led regional architecture
and the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum, describing them as
key platforms for address-
ing regional challenges.
(With inputs from PTI)

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 4

10J7. India, Australia move to deepen cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
IR 3R o o Re-wend &7 & FgAT ) 78 FI $¥ G2 & FeA qorn

e The two countries also sealed pacts on civil nuclear energy and critical minerals sectors.

alett 21T o ATTRE AT it AR Ageaqer @faer &t o1 ofh @ersiia ol

e The declaration, adopted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Australian counterpart,
Anthony Albanese, outlines an ambitious road map to elevate defence ties through strategic
consultations, enhanced interoperability between the armed forces, expanded military
exercises, and greater collaboration in defence science, technology, and industrial supply

chains.

THTAHAT Ag AT 3R 3o7oh IS THRET T ededlst GaRT IITS 5 Jg Yo

TOTHITreh WRIARY, TURT el o ST SgaR IREY e TdTeleT &7, faearRa de 3re=ama 33K &t
fararer, senfarhr e 3tteznfaren 3mafct sfEemsit 7 3ifere wedter & Areas & 6T Heel 1 31T
TG o TIT Ueh Hgcarehial UsHT Teccl el |
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The agreement on civil nuclear energy to facilitate the commercial supply of uranium from
Australia to India to fuel nuclear power projects came nearly 12 years after the two countries
inked a historic civil nuclear cooperation pact.

8T ST TRATY] SsiT AIRENTA3 & forw siteeferar & Qfrze r ariofsaes 3mgfc w gore
Sellet 8] ARTRE GRAT] FaAT T IE FASNAT alelt ST ZaRT UfcAgrieh AT GRATT] Hg2aT
FHASNAT HIA b I 12 TS 1 3T

This will open the way for uranium supplies from Australia to India and give new impetus to
our clean energy objectives,” he said.

Tg e o & 9 @ Jfrara 3t 1 AR @erT 3R gAR Faes FaT a8dl i =73 a1fd
&AM, 3giet e |
Under the provisions of the energy security framework, India and Australia vowed to

strengthen energy security by maintaining a stable, secure and reliable supply of coal, diesel,
other liquid fuels and natural gas.

Folt GI&TT T & TTailell o e R 3R e Torar & e, SieTer, 3 okl Seat 3R
grepfeieh 3 Y e, ERfEreT AR faeaaeiiar el 91T @ §U St et &l AT el i
Hehe foram|

The leaders noted that the new declaration builds upon the India-Australia Joint
Declaration on Security Cooperation signed in 2009 and complements existing

institutional mechanisms, including the Foreign Ministers’ Framework Dialogue, 2+2 Foreign
and Defence Ministerial Dialogue.

AT A Soord foha foh 7 8o 2009 & FEATRTRE HR-JEE AT GIaT HeqNT WIFd GO
TR 3R & 3R FASTeT FEARTd caaensit sid faeer Af3t i sokar ard’, 2+2 fager ik e
FAY FaTe T &I AT Tt P X FATH
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e They also reiterated support for regional institutions, including the Indian Ocean Rim
Association, ASEAN-led regional architecture and the Pacific Islands Forum, describing
them as key platforms for addressing regional challenges.

3giel 13T 3itereT ReT v, InfAATe-Aqea arelt ey wvae X weria gdiw aofg #9
A aTsr TEAT3it o Tfc Foreier e 3R g+ &g A & fAvea & Ageaqul 74

ERIRN

Building a durable India-Australia partnership

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
PAustralia this week has been big on

substance and high on optics. The
choreography is familiar now given the warmth
in the relationship: a forward-leaning leadership
interaction, a massive diaspora event and a joint
statement packed with deliverables and road
maps. The Australian government sees India as
central to its economic diversification strategy. Its
new economic road map and packed ministerial
calendar for India underwrite this intent. The
elite consensus seems bipartisan and the
convergence only growing.

Turning convergence into alignment

Yet, the harder part for most strategic
relationships is drawing the line between
convergence and alignment. The two might
sound like synonyms, but they are not.
Convergence is two countries arriving at similar
conclusions about the world for their own
reasons. Alignment is what happens when those
separate conclusions are built into matching
capabilities, institutions and habits of
engagement. India and Australia have achieved a
great deal of the first. The real test of this visit,
and of the years after it, is whether it endures by
delivering the second.

The convergence is not in doubt, and it is easy
to see why it has deepened. Both countries are
hedging against overdependence in a global order
in transition. Australia’s dependence on China,
and its alliance dependence on an unpredictable
Washington, have come under visible strain. This
year’s Lowy Institute Poll found trust in the
United States at a record low of 31%, with a
narrow margin of Australians saying that
Canberra should distance itself from Washington
under U.S. President Donald Trump. India is
running its parallel diversification across energy
suppliers, defence platforms and critical minerals
processing, driven by a similar instinct.

New Delhi wants to limit its exposure; the Iran
and Ukraine conflicts have driven home that any
single-point dependency, however longstanding,
is now a liability. No country can single-handedly
balance China or hedge against American
unpredictability. Together, and alongside
partners such as Japan, they improve their odds.
That is genuine convergence.

This visit has produced tangible evidence of
that strategic lock-in. A Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between
Australia’s Maritime Border Command and the

Shruti Pandalai

Inaugural India Chair
at The Lowy Institute,
Sydney, Australia

Beyond warm
optics and
deepening
convergence,
India-Australia
ties face the
challenge of
converting trust
into alignment

Indian Coast Guard and adopts an India-Australia
Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to
address shared threat perceptions. These are
practical mechanisms that deepen
interoperability without altering the basic
character of the relationship: India remains a
trusted security partner, not an ally. On energy
security, Australian uranium has been legally
available to India since the bilateral 2014 civil
nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved
commercially, largely because India’s own
nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers
nervous about exposure.

That changed with the SHANTI Act last
December, which reformed that liability regime.
The agreement on uranium has operationalised a
deal lying dormant for a decade. The summit also
launched the Australia-India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains
(PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentarity
to the Australia-Canada-India Technology and
Innovation Partnership as focusing on building
resilient technology partnerships through flexible
minilateral arrangements. These are examples of
alignment beginning to take institutional form.

There are focus areas, there are problems
But for alignment to be durable, convergence
must translate into operational overlap. This is
most consequential in the Indian Ocean, a region
where Australian and Indian interests overlap
most naturally. Both are Indian Ocean states with
real stakes in the region’s sea lanes. India’s
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region
has emerged as a key hub for maritime domain
awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention
to its western seaboard and Indian Ocean
approaches. The two navies have converged on
similar risk assessments of shadow fleets, threats
to undersea cables and coercive activity below
the threshold of conflict.

The new Coast Guard MoU and Maritime
Security Collaboration Roadmap narrow the gap
between strategic intent and operational
cooperation. Yet, Australia’s most consequential
force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral
security partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the U.S.) to its broader
defence posture, remain oriented towards the
Western Pacific, while India’s strategic planners
continue to divide attention between continental
threats and maritime challenges. The shared
ground is real; it is simply narrower than the
political convergence sometimes suggests.

Economically, the pattern is similar. Trade has

10J7. Building a durable India-Australia partnership
T TARN HRT- 3T oA Frster F1 [#vor

grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation -
and Trade Agreement came into force, but

industry voices behind closed doors argue that
growth sits disproportionately with large firms.
Smaller exporters on both sides remain unaware

of how to use it. Track 1.5 dialogues have flagged
this as an operationalisation gap.

The knowledge deficit is more obvious when
one looks at Australian public consciousness on
India. This year’s Lowy Poll found only 5% of
Australians expect India to be the world’s most
important power a decade from now, against 54%
for China, even as trust in India remains
comparatively high. Convergence at the top has
not yet trickled down into wider awareness of
India’s strategic heft.

The diaspora opportunity

The diaspora remains the biggest opportunity to
change this, but with a caveat. Indian-origin
Australians are now the country’s largest
immigrant-born community, ahead of the
U.K.-born population for the first time. Political
leadership has celebrated the diaspora’s
contribution, and a Centre for Australia-India
Relations study finds that Australians broadly
recognise it as skilled migrants, students and
workers. But recognising the diaspora asa
cultural asset, or an electoral constituency, is not
alignment. Alignment would require translating
that diaspora leverage into a public case for why
India matters economically to the average
Australian. It would require institutionalising the
diaspora’s comparative advantage in helping
Australian Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
navigate Indian regulatory and business culture,
and vice versa, rather than leaving that work to
individual champions. It would also mean
untangling the mobility of Indian professionals
from Australia’s increasingly fraught migration
politics.

Mr. Modi’s visit has provided fresh ballast for
these conversations about the future of the
India-Australia partnership. His message on
Australian Pension funds investing in India
particularly resonated in the room when he said
India would not just treat them as capital but as a
marker of strategic trust imposed by Australian
families in India. These statements matter
because they build the broader public
consciousness of India as a trusted partner for
the future. Convergence got India and Australia to
the table; it is these steps that institutionalise
engagement incrementally that build alignment
that endures.

e Yet, the harder part for most strategic relationships is drawing the line between

convergence and alignment.

T ot rfRrenier Torehifaes weet & fow sfes fear o gftesor ik arfeaa asierl & &=
3R TISE T8I &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

Pagel 2



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The two might sound like synonyms, but they are not.
I Il QASE, FHTT 13T Fehdd &, olfchel o THTA a6l g |

Convergence is two countries arriving at similar conclusions about the world for their own
reasons.

qu@{aﬂwawryafrﬁﬁsaﬁaraqﬁ-mwﬁﬁﬁaaé?aﬁﬁwﬁrﬁﬁﬁwqgaﬁﬁl

Alignment is what happens when those separate conclusions are built into matching
capabilities, institutions and habits of engagement.

gafead ArSieRY ad 81dT § S 37 3TeT9T-37o19T TSRS ot THTT &TATT3T, FELTT 3 wgaer i
rEgdt H Seel ST g

A Joint Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between Australia’s Maritime Border Command and the Indian Coast

Guard and adopts an India-Australia Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to address
shared threat perceptions.

AT A RN AT I HIFl WO & gl e forar & AAersA §1sT HaA1s 3R 6
TEET el S ST FHSHAAT AT (MoU) 3T TAT AT FR&T Tl § forgeat o forw a7-
3T ToraT T e Wt ASHT Jr9aram 72|

On energy security, Australian uranium has been legally available to India since the bilateral
2014 civil nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved commercially, largely because
India’s own nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers nervous about exposure.

Soll GR&T & &1 &, 2014 F gfaqefir sritear wwamor gagila & ag & sieciorars Qe Hegi
Y W R & ForT 3uersts 2T, Afehet 1R & TRATY] &IfAcd Flefed oh HROT FaeM Irgfcfenciait Hr
I3 & 3Tt aredide Iolfede 39I19T 1gT & 1|

That changed with the SHANTI Act last December, which reformed that liability regime.

Ig e oo fedia & SHANTI siftrfarsr & @ seell, orae 33 af¥ica sgaear & gur
fomam|

The agreement on uranium has operationalised a deal lying dormant for a decade.

A W EAS 7 U g2 § ey o8 wesiia i fearfead w e

The summit also launched the Australia-India Partnership on Cyber, Critical
Technologies and Supply Chains (PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentarity to the
Australia-Canada-India Technology and Innovation Partnership as focusing on building
resilient technology partnerships through flexible minilateral arrangements.

58 RIGT FFAC o WIga, Ageaqor Wt siv smqfef yaranst w siteefoar-ama
WIHIGRY (PACTS) &t 8T Qe3iTe &Y, a1 &1 wrefell Asiioeter saaesit & Areas § Aol
el ATSIETRAT Foiled T higr e foraT-FA1sT- R g 3R Faraw agleary &
qRehdl ST gfse |

India’s Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region has emerged as a key hub for

maritime domain awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention to its western seaboard
and Indian Ocean approaches.

HART =T Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region Wm@rmﬂw
YA g o1 3T &, STafeh ATeeforar 3t ufResdt geet ae 3R e Heramr & g8 Al w
3178 €aTeT & @I R

Yet, Australia’s most consequential force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral security
partnership between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the U.S.) to its broader defence
posture, remain oriented towards the Western Pacific, while India’s strategic planners
continue to divide attention between continental threats and maritime challenges.

o Y, 3iTeToraT & Hal AgcaquT H=g T Hethl fivTg, AUKUS (3iTeeforr, gerses
Teharsa 3R AR & drer PIvafg GaT ASIGRT) § Sehs SHhT caTIeh & Alfcl e, TTRee
SIRITeT &1 T 3R g €, STefeh $Re & Tl fcieh FNSTaATehRT T €T HETEAIIT TRl A T
etferar & der sier g3 ¥
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e Trade has grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement came
into force, but industry voices behind closed doors argue that growth sits disproportionately

with large firms.

Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement w@ﬁ%mwﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?%

ol fehaT SEATAT STaTc o il oh1 To¥sil Al O gt & Toh S8 Feier T olfey HEATT &9 § F81 hufarar

F AT g

Should India restart dialogue with Pakistan?

I PARLEY I

ndia and Pakistan have not engaged in

dialogue since 2016 when talks broke

down after the terror attacks at Pathankot

and subsequently at Uri. The last 12 years
have witnessed major attacks at Pahalgam
(2025) and Pulwama (2019) and that apart, there
were several smaller terror attacks. Earlier this
month, a group of eminent citizens led by
Gandhian O.P. Shah drafted a joint appeal to the
leaders of India and Pakistan urging them to
engage in dialogue. This has led to a public
debate on whether India should restart dialogue
with Pakistan. Mani Shankar Aiyar, who was a
signatory to the letter, and Tara Kartha discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by
Kallol Bhattacherjee. Edited excerpts:

Should India and Pakistan restart dialogue at
this moment, especially since they haven’t
spoken to each other at the government level
for adecade now?

Mani Shankar Aiyar: It is precisely for that very
reason, because we haven’t spoken to each
other for the best part of the last 12 years, that it
is absolutely necessary that we resume the
dialogue as soon as possible. And as regards the
time, my own view is that any time is as good as
any other time. And all times when we don’t talk
are bad for both of us. So I would urge the
governments to talk to each other. And until
they do, I think people of goodwill on either side
of our border should be in touch with each
other. I speak as somebody with nearly 40 years
of experience of Pakistan and Pakistanis. I have
been through several different Pakistani
regimes, and it does not seem to me that it
matters who is in power in Pakistan. When we
engage with them, we engage with Pakistan, and
not with a particular individual.

Tara Kartha: Ideally both countries should talk
to each other because they are nuclear powers.
These are dangerous times, especially since
there was an active phase of hostility last year.
But my problem is that the present leadership is
basically Field Marshal Asim Munir. Let us forget
about Shehbaz Sharif [the Prime Minister of
Pakistan], for as much as I regard him, I'm sure
he is a fine and good politician in his own right,
Mr. Munir is in power and he’s even more
powerful than General Pervez Musharraf was
before him. He holds absolute power; him and a
couple of core commanders, such as his ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence) chief. It is very
important to understand that the rise of Field
Marshal Munir began in a very systematic
fashion once they carried out the terror strike in
Pahalgam. I won't say after Operation Sindoor;

Tense ties: Army soldiers patrol along the Line of Control between Pakistan
and India in the Uri Sector, Jammu and Kashmir in January. IMRAN NISSAR

I'll say after the Pahalgam attack.

I agree with Mr. Aiyar that it doesn’t matter
who you talk to, provided that person is
interested in peace. But the question is, what
stake does Field Marshal Munir have in peace?
In that case, he’ll have to step down for a civilian
prime minister. The moment things get
peaceful, they’ll tell the Pakistan military to go
back to the barracks and that the civilians will
take over. So why should he [be interested in
peace]? It is a systemic issue. I'm not saying the
army can never be talked to. This particular man
will not. He is very dangerous.

Is it the correct time to go ahead with the
dialogue with Pakistan?

MSA: If we don’t go ahead, we’ll be stuck in the
rut in which we are today. There was a mention
of one man, Asim Munir, who’s been in power
for approximately one year. But we haven't
talked to Pakistan for 12 years. So I don’t see
how Asim Munir being there is the biggest
obstacle. We could have talked to Nawaz Sharif.
We could have talked to Imran Khan. We could
have talked to several others.

And if you look at the past, we have had
extremely fruitful talks with Pakistani generals
but rarely with Pakistani civilians. Let me first

ee

We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted
by the ICC for war crimes. If we can talk to
every dictator around the world, what's the
problem in talking to the people next door
who have the misfortune of being led by an
army commander?

MANISHANKAR AIYAR

run through the Pakistani army men with whom
we have had successful interlocutions. Ayub
Khan was the one who broke the deadlock on
the Indus Waters Treaty. It was Zia-ul-Haq who
broke the deadlock on Siachen. It was
Musharraf, who broke the deadlock on what till
then was being projected as the single biggest
obstacle in India-Pakistan relations, namely the
Kashmir question; they arrived at a four-point
solution. However, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto signed on
the dotted line in Simla and then turned his back
onit.

This is a false argument — that just because
the Pakistani army is in power we can’t talk to
them. We are currently talking to Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu who has been indicted by
the International Criminal Court (ICC) for war
crimes. If we can talk to every dictator around
the world, including army dictators, what’s the
problem in talking to the people next door who
have the misfortune of being led by an army
commander?

So, the argument is that if the Government of
India is in dialogue with several military
dictators, then why should it not consider
talking to Pakistan led by a military general?

TK: As someone who has been in the security
establishment, my problem is how do I deal
with terrorism? If a democratically elected
government opens the door for dialogue and
then gets hit by a terror attack — then the
question is how to deal with terror attacks that
disrupt dialogue? As a democratically elected
government, can you justify dialogue? This is a
point that was asked by even Nawaz Sharif who
said that a terror attack takes place each time
dialogue is attempted.

However, I will agree that a few military
generals have shown remarkable good sense. In
the recent past, when a BrahMos missile was
accidentally fired at Pakistan, the Pakistan army
handled it well. While the civilians protested,
the Pakistan army took it in their stride and kept
quiet. At the moment I am concerned with the
timing of this proposal as Mr. Munir is in power.

The other issue is that Pakistan is in chaos as

10J7. Should India restart dialogue with Pakistan?
FAT R HT TITHREATT F WY qram 6T § g F a1iRe?

there are daily incidents that are being reported
in various parts of the country. It’s in chaos. So
right now he wants to talk. He may have every
incentive to talk. Why should I talk? If there is
even one indication from Pakistan that they are
going to close down terrorist camps, I'm sure
tomorrow the government will be ready to talk.

But if at all we are to go forward, I would like
to see, for example, a talk on climate change. We
are both countries that are equally in bad shape
when it comes to climate vulnerabilities. I would
like a talk on air pollution, as during a particular
season of the year, both sides start burning crop
residues triggering an environmental crisis. That
kind of a functional dialogue, which does not
involve any territorial issue, no vested or
political interests is purely functional and
people-centric.

1find the kind of wishful thinking which one
sees in the letter as a little idealistic. It’s a bit
over the top.

Does the current Indian government have
the political bandwidth to talk to the
Pakistani establishment?

MSA: Talking to them doesn’t mean bending our
knees before them. If you have the courage to
undertake surgical strikes against them, why
don’t you have the courage to sit across a table
and talk to them? That’s my simple point. And if
you won’t do so, as I'm talking to the
Government of India, then we will. We’ve got
Zoom. But I am going to talk to my numerous
friends in Pakistan. The number of my friends in
Pakistan is larger than the number of enemies I
have in India. And that’s a rather large number.

TK: Before Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we
had someone like Atal Bihari Vajpayee who put
his career on the line and went to Lahore. Prime
Minister Modi tried in 2015 and went to meet
Nawaz Sharif and extended an olive branch. But
all these have a political cost.

The question is what will we ask of them. If
we have a dialogue tomorrow, we will ask them
to stop exporting terrorism and they, in turn,
will accuse us of doing things in Balochistan etc.
whereas the Baloch people have been harassed
since 1947. The question is what can India do in
terms of the protests happening in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). We should
talk to Pakistan if General Munir shows some
evidence that he is cutting down on terrorism.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

¢ India and Pakistan have not engaged in dialogue since 2016 when talks broke down after
the terror attacks at Pathankot and subsequently at Uri.

R 3R IIfREaTeT &7 2016 & FI$ AT 481 T §, T FalAhle 3R 3T Wﬁﬁg‘qm
GGl & aTe ST e 8 1S |

e The last 12 years have witnessed major attacks at Pahalgam (2025) and Pulwama (2019)
and that apart, there were several smaller terror attacks.

ﬁaﬁlzaﬁﬁw(zozs)mgaam(zom)éﬁas‘mgc%aﬂ?saa:ma?ém
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Earlier this month, a group of eminent citizens led by Gandhian O.P. Shah drafted a joint
appeal to the leaders of India and Pakistan urging them to engage in dialogue.

3 AT T BT H aefiarer vy, ATE o sicjed H TS AR o Teh g o R 3R
QIfeREcTet o A3 & ST L& A HT T P §T Teh Tl el IR |
This has led to a public debate on whether India should restart dialogue with Pakistan.

SHY g WS TS T60 Y 81 918 ¢ Toh AT Rl 1 ATferedret & A1 v & arell & ety
el

Mani Shankar Aiyar: It is precisely for that very reason, because we haven’t spoken to each
other for the best part of the last 12 years, that it is absolutely necessary that we resume the
dialogue as soon as possible.

AT 2T 3R S S FROT W, i gH USel ol9re79T 12 asf & Teh-g@ | STc=hd w161

€, TE I AL ¢ o §H STee U STeq arar i & Y& F|

When we engage with them, we engage with Pakistan, and not with a particular individual.
9 §H 39 AT A &, dl 6T I Ediel & STddld ad &, [hal Ay eafed & =1gi|

But my problem is that the present leadership is basically Field Marshal Asim Munir.
et 38 FoEaT Tg ¥ o6 I Adfea Aol T Y Bres A e AR & grat 7 ¢

Let us forget about Shehbaz Sharif [the Prime Minister of Pakistan], for as much as | regard
him, I'm sure he is a fine and good politician in his own right, Mr. Munir is in power and he’s
even more powerful than General Pervez Musharraf was before him.

RIESTST QR [ ETe & TTAF] T 37el9T T, # JeTehl TFAT Il § IR A favara & foh
q 39 TR TR Teh TS TS &, eHfohet A HAR TT H & 3R T 30 & Igel SFellel TRaol
TR & ¢ 3Tk fFaemen 81

He holds absolute power; him and a couple of core commanders, such as his ISI (Inter-
Services Intelligence) chief.

3eTeh I8 ot AT §; 3oTeh 1Y $ HR HATST, S 37+ IS| (GeT-AfG8eT gefoora) voqa o
AufeFd T@d 81

It is very important to understand that the rise of Field Marshal Munir began in a very
systematic fashion once they carried out the terror strike in Pahalgam.

TE FASAT Sg Hgea 0T & fob Bres #A1Ter FoAR T 367 Tgf AU % & T Y& g3 o1
3ogio TEAIH H ATAHI gHT foha|

Ayub Khan was the one who broke the deadlock on the Indus Waters Treaty.

IS @i &1 g AT & [irglel Y Ster |l ox afeRver FaAred o o)

It was Zia-ul-Haq who broke the deadlock on Siachen.

forar-3e-g o RanfRe o ooy st |Ared fma

It was Musharraf, who broke the deadlock on what till then was being projected as the single
biggest obstacle in India-Pakistan relations, namely the Kashmir question; they arrived at a
four-point solution.

TG o 39 Heg TR AR T FATC fham AT T8 T ceh $1R - UTfehilel Hareil T Hady 987

STEIT & & 3 T o ST @7 2T, 3721 FeaAR He@r, 9 e TR FATTT T T 3|
However, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto signed on the dotted line in Simla and then turned his back on
it.

gTelifoh, FTeheR 3Tell $TeT =1 1T H FHAsa W g™ fht AR fhY 388 i ge arv|
But if at all we are to go forward, | would like to see, for example, a talk on climate change.

ket arfe; g 3T Fe=TT €1 8, At H 3eTERoT & fAIv STerary aRade T STchd S u|§d|||

We are both countries that are equally in bad shape when it comes to climate
vulnerabilities.

& GlelT 2T STeraTy WaeeTfieraait & HHe! 3 HAT &7 § T eafa a1 g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page15



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e | would like a talk on air pollution, as during a particular season of the year, both sides start
burning crop residues triggering an environmental crisis.

# arg TquOT 9T ST AT, FHfR I & U FAAY HGH F el TaT BHeT HAAY STeAleAT Y&
W &, oad gaTarolT dhe 3cUe<T g &1

e That kind of a functional dialogue, which does not involve any territorial issue, no vested or
political interests is purely functional and people-centric.

38 YehR T SATagIRF Araeid, fSae S & #yeer, Tl ar Tsrhics fed e et g,
¥ TG Fricatan 3R STeT-H e gl &1

¢ |f we have a dialogue tomorrow, we will ask them to stop exporting terrorism and they, in
turn, will accuse us of doing things in Balochistan etc.

T el AR ST 8ldT 8§, df 85 3TY TAhdIG ol STl &oT ¢ il ! Fga IR TeA H I
§H W SelfAEdtet 3iTie; H aTfafaftrar st & 3R et |
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10J7 | Gujarat launches data centre policy, targets %6 lakh crore investments, 7.5 GW
capacity

TSI F 3T WeT Afer 3w A, 26 o FU3 Wder 3 7.5 GW &Toar F1 e T@n

10J7 | Govt. waives levy on key inputs for electronics manufacturing

AT RFAHET & 797w §9e0 WaER A er A ge @Y

10J7 | Al poses a relatively lower risk to India’s GCC jobs
TIHTE & AR & ST VSRTRT Y 38THa FH AQT

Gujarat launches data centre
policy, targets 36 lakh crore
investments, 7.5 GW capacity

AHMEDABAD

Seeking to position itself as
India’s preferred destina-
tion for hyperscale data
centres, cloud computing
and artificial intelligence
(AD-driven digital infras-
tructure, the Gujarat go- |
vernment on Thursday un- [ POLICY .
veiled its first-ever Data  New beginning: Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel during the launch
Centre Policy (2026-29), of Gujarat Data Centre Policy in Gandhinagar. X/@CMOGUJ

targeting investments of 36

lakh crore and the creation  tive desalination plants to  crore, create 7.5 GW of data

of 7.5 gigawatts (GW) of data  meet the sector’s high wa-  centre capacity and gener-

centre capacity over the ter requirements. ate significant employ-

policy period. ment,” Chief Secretary M.K.
The policy, launched by  ‘Preferred destination’ Das said.

Chief Minister Bhupendra The new policy aims to The government said the

Patel in Gandhinagar, offers
a wide range of fiscal and
non-fiscal incentives, in-
cluding capital subsidy, in-
terest subsidy, power tariff
support, reimbursement of
State GST (SGST), exemp-
tion from stamp duty and
registration charges, and fi-
nancial assistance for cap-

\ Website :

patrioticias.in

make Gujarat a preferred
destination for data centre
investments and help it
compete with established
hubs such as Telangana,
Maharashtra and Tamil Na-
du. “Gujarat is the first
State to bring this policy.
We are confident it will at-
tract investments of ¥6 lakh

policy has been designed to
capitalise on the rapid
growth of Al, cloud com-
puting, digital payments, e-
commerce, electronics ma-
nufacturing and other data-
intensive sectors, while
strengthening Gujarat’s po-

sition in India’s digital LELl il

economy.
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10J7. Gujarat launches data centre policy, targets ¥6 lakh crore investments,
7.5 GW capacity

w#%a@ﬁ:hﬁrgmaﬁ, Z6 oT@ HUs A3 3 7.5 GW &THdT T o187 @1

e Seeking to position itself as India’s preferred destination for hyperscale data centres, cloud
computing and artificial intelligence (Al)-driven digital infrastructure, the Gujarat
government on Thursday unveiled its first-ever Data Centre Policy (2026-29), targeting
investments of ¥6 lakh crore and the creation of 7.5 gigawatts (GW) of data centre
capacity over the policy period.

HRT H IR 3T WeT, Fal133 Fegfear AR F i gefaemn (Al)-smuia Bfoes sawwaar
o ToIT Fadi T THEleT she; Tellel oh 3662 &, TSI ThR o IFAR Y HaA Tgell ST HeX sttt
(2026-29) e i, foraet a8 =ifa 3afr & g T6 a1 3 1 A 3 d Far 3R 7.5
ITTaTe (GW) 3T HeX &THdT e iid F=T g

e “Guijarat is the first State to bring this policy. We are confident it will attract investments of %6
lakh crore, create 7.5 GW of data centre capacity and generate significant employment,”
Chief Secretary M.K. Das said.
HE ARG TA.F. & o gl “T[RId Ig =Alict olel aTell Tgell T3 & | g faeard & foh e T6
A F3 FT AU ST 3N, 7.5 GW 3T HeX 47T S10ait 3R Ageaqor SR Sceed

F|”

e The government said the policy has been designed to capitalise on the rapid growth of Al,
cloud computing, digital payments, e-commerce, electronics manufacturing and other
data-intensive sectors, while strengthening Gujarat’s position in India’s digital economy.

TRHR = gl % Tg AT Al, FoT3E FAFE, Rfdree sprare, §-iad, sereiioa Rfasior
3R 3o Ser-Sfere &¥T A AT G T oe 33T & fw IR 1 91§, e € R i Bforear
Irdegae YT A SR T FFUTA Y FAstgd M|

10J7. Govt. waives levy on key inputs for
electronics manufacturing

gAFCI Ty [ATAATT F YHE FAYCH W THR o
qH A g &

e The Centre has waived basic customs duty on
goods used in manufacture of display assemblies, lithium
ion cell and inductor coil module as it looks to promote

Govt. waives levy on key inputs ~ domestic production of electronic devices like
smartphones, laptops, wearables and smart TVs.

for electronics manufacturing s e o R sriach, v smerer &t 31k Ssex
The Centre has waived basic customs duty on Fige ;q‘-fsqa- F AT F 3TN I arel ATHT W If/F

goods used in manufacture of display assemblies,

lithium ion cell and inductor coil module as it FECFH SN Y AT Y AT E, ATfeh FARDIA, Ager,

looks to promote domestic production of rEew THE smv IS & T SUTET
electronic devices like smartphones, laptops, S Sl S & a2
wearables and smart TVs. The finance ministry Y Jerar fear ST Fah |

lestied fiee Sepaate noifications giving efiect @ e The finance ministry issued three separate

the basic customs duty (BCD) waiver on the e > .
goods used in manufacture of the three key notifications giving effect to the basic customs duty (BCD)

components used in electronic devices. en waiver on the goods used in manufacture of the three key
components used in electronic devices.
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Al poses a relatively lower
risk to India’s GCC jobs: CEA

Nageswaran says most of India’s Global Capability Centres are engaged in cutting-edge work

rather than providing low-cost support, which is what Al can easily and cheaply replace

T.C.A. Sharad avan
NEW DELHI

ty Centres (GCCs) are

not just low-cost sup-
port in a new form, but are
areas where cutting edge
work is taking place, Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA) V.
Anantha Nageswaran said
on Thursday. As such,
these GCC jobs are also at a
relatively lower risk of be-
ing replaced by Artificial
Intelligence (AI), he added.

However, the CEA did
warn against the dangers
of complacency, saying
that other countries are al-
ready copying India’s
model.

“It is cutting edge and
increasingly so,” Mr. Nages-
waran said while speaking
at a session during the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry’s (CII) GCC Business
Summit. “Global banks run
their risk systems and trad-
ing platforms in Mumbai
and Bangalore and elsewh-
ere as well, car makers de-
sign their vehicles’ embed-
ded systems from Chennai
and Pune, semiconductor
firms carry out chip de-
sign, pharmaceutical com-
panies run clinical analyt-
ics here, and consumer
firms build and own entire
digital products here in In-
dia,” he added.

Mr. Nageswaran said
that the intellectual pro-
perty created in these cen-
ters is real, with the pa-
tents being filed here, the
products shipped from In-
dia and global roles in-
creasingly held by people

l ndia’s Global Capabili-

ﬂollﬂlq Vubinegiy

CEAV. Anantha Nageswaran speaks at the inaugural session of

the Cll GCC Business Summit 2026 on Thursday. 8Y ARRANGEMENT

sitting in India.

The CEA also sought to
answer whether these
GCCs would be under
threat from the rise of Al
and would these GCC jobs
be automated soon.

“Part of the model is in-
deed exposed,” Mr. Nages-
waran conceded. “The
work that was routine, re-
petitive and rule bound is
exactly the work that Al
does most easily and most
cheaply as well. If a
centre’s value rests only on
doing simple tasks at low
cost, then the value is un-
der real threat. We should
not pretend otherwise.”

However, he also said
that this is not where most
Indian centres are today,
and that this was not the
direction in which they are
headed.

“Artificial intelligence
does not build, deploy or
govern itself,” Mr. Nages-
waran explained. “Some-
one has to design these sys-
tems, train them, test
them, correct them and

hold them to account. So-
meone has to decide
where they should be used
and where they must not
be used.”

“Someone has to carry
the responsibility when
they fail,” he added. “And
that work is expanding and
not shrinking. And a large
and growing share of this
kind of work is being done
in India”

Complacency matters
The CEA, however, cau-
tioned against complacen-
cy, saying that standing still
meant allowing others to
catch up. “Other countries
are watching us and copy-
ing us,” he asserted. “Our
costs are rising. In some
skills, our talent is already
scarce, so indispensability
is not a title that India can
hold on to forever.”

He added that the move
from cost centres to capa-

bility centres, and from ex-

ecution to innovation has
to be made by firms and by
people, with the govern-

10J7. Al poses a relatively lower risk to India’s GCC jobs
THTE { AR F AT ASTIRT Y 3A8TFT FH AEH

‘India aims to be
strategic leader
in hosting GCCs’

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday said
India aspires to become a
“strategic leader” in hosting
global capability centres (GCCs)
of MNCs and become
indispensable to the world’s
knowledge economy. India
possesses “every ingredient”
required to lead this
transformation, she said. sn

ment acting as a support.

“Skilling is the clearest
case,” Mr. Nageswaran
said. “We produce a very
large number of graduates
each year. We do not yet
produce enough of those
who are ready on day one.
By some estimates, fewer
than half of them are ready
for the job on the day they
arrive.”

“Closing that gap means
universities, industry and
the government working
together, not one after the
other, but at the same
time,” he said.

He further said that the
position India currently
holds in the global capabil-
ity centre market was one
that it has to keep earning,
over and over.

“The moment we be-
lieve we have arrived is the
moment others begin to
catch up,” he said. “So let
us not celebrate too early.
Let us treat this success not
as a finishing line, but as a
foundation or a miles-
tone.”
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¢ India’s Global Capability Centres (GCCs) are not just low-cost support in a new form,
but are areas where cutting edge work is taking place

R & Toiaer AT e (GCCs) Had FH-ATTT arell TETIAT HT 7491 T A §, afod W@
&1 § STet sy v 1 @Y w1
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Why more Indian couples are being diagnosed with secondary infertility

Tt 3rftrF AR gufaat # IFsh sanfefod &1 Pew Frar T wr

1037

Study to contain antimicrobial resistant neonatal sepsis begins in India

R # vdmrsmiage MR agena Aftaw # i we F v sreaws 4w

10J7

BSNL announces satellite phone priced at ¥1.34 lakh for ‘challenging environments’

BSNL & “gaitdiqet aRfRufaal & fAw 21.34 ar@ Frara arar ATa15e Bt died FIa 1 aiyon

&

10J7

OpenAl launches ChatGPT Work, delving into workplace automation
OpenAl & ChatGPT Work dTed foraT, srRITae Tadrelst Y foem & 931 FgH

Why more Indian couples are
being diagnosed with secondary infertility

Anal\sea of India’s National Family Health Survey data show secondary infertility rose from roughly 19.5% in the early 1990s to about 286% by 2015-2016 — close to a doubling in a
neration; there are multi

factors that are contributi

to this includi

-related issues and chan;

s in the body between the first and the second child

Richika Sahay Shukla

few weeks ago, a couple sat in
my consulting room looking

already had a bngh(
six-year-old waiting at home. “We feel silly
taking your time, doctor,” the mother
said. “We have one child. Everyone keeps
(elling us to just be gmeful And then,

have one” — more times than I can count.
Itis almost always meant kindly. It almost
always lands like a door being shut. And it
is one of the reasons the couples | see
struggling to conceive a second time carry
their grief so silently.

! ing the

job, the EMI, the move to a rented flat ina

city.

By the time life finally feels “ready” for
asecond child, the mother may be aged
36 or 38, and fertility, unfairly, does not
wait for our life plans. Egg numbers and
quality fall with every passing year; clinics
in cities including Delhi/NCR, Bengaluru,
Mumbai and others, have reported a
sharp rise in women seeking help only
after the age of 35.

But age is just one thread. In the years
between the first and second child,
bodies change. Weight creeps up. The
!hymtd quietly slips. As many as one in

five Indian women now lives with
Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian
Syndrome (PMOS), which tends to worsen
with time. A Caesarean section may have
left ions; an old, untreated infection

‘The condition has a name: secondary
ln{eruhty the difficulty conceiving or

carrying a pregnancy after you have
already had a baby. For years it was
brushed aside as a non-problem. The
numbers say otherwise.

of India’s National Family

Health Survey data show secondary
infertility rose from roughly 19.5% in the
early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015 -2016
~ close to a doubling in a single
generation. It is now one of the most
common reasons a “previously fertile”
couple walks in, bewildered. “We didn’t
even try the first time,” they say. “Why is
it so hard now?”

Part of the answer is the calendar. A
generation ago, most couples
finished their families in their
twenties. Today a first baby
often arrives at the age of 31
or 32 - after the degree, the.

may have scarred a fallopian tube. And -
this matters — the problem is very often
on the man’s side. Sperm counts fall with
weight, stress, smoking and even the
polluted air so many of us breathe. Yet in
my experience, Indian men will wait
years longer than their wives before
agreeing to a simple semen test,
convinced that “we already have a child,
so it can’t be me.”

Layered over all of this is something

yinferti
have already had a baby. GETTY IMAGES

newer: our phones. Social media has, in
many ways, been a gift for fertility
awareness. Couples now arrive far better
informed than a decade ago; the taboo is
ﬁnal!y cracking; brave women share IVF
journeys that once would have been
about. But scroll through any
feed and you also meet the other side
- an unending stream of “Baby
No. 2!" announcements, and
picture-perfect siblings.
< For a woman in her
-, Y fourth month of
trying, or
recovering from
asecond
miscarriage,

carrying a pregnancy after you

that scroll is a slow bruise. The
comparison is relentless — and so is the

p group where an aunt
asks, yet again, when the “good news” is
coming. I have also watched social media
do harm the other way: glossy reels
promising IVF “success in one cycle,” or
home remedies that persuade a couple to
delay proper testing by a year they cannot
afford to lose.

Telling the truth
So what do I tell the couple crying in my
room? First, that their pain is real
and they are allowed to feel it.
‘Wanting a sibling for the child you
adore is not ingratitude; it is love asking

with eve clinics
in cities inclu Delhi/National
Capital Re Bel i

Mumbai and others. have
reported a sl rise in women
seeking help only after

the age of 35

for a little more room. Second, that this is
amedical condition, not a moral verdict —
not a punishment, not nazar, not
something they did wrong. Third, that
timing matters. If a woman is under the
age of 35 and has tried for a year, or over
the age of 35 and has tried for six months,
both partners - together — should be
evaluated. Do not let the calendar run,
out of politeness.

And I tell them the truth about hope,
honestly. Modern fertility care helps a
great many couples in exactly this
situation, and IVF succeeds for many
even in their late thirties and forties. But I
will never promise a guaranteed
outcome, and | would gemly warn anyorw
againsta aclinic that does. What I ca
promise is a clear answer and a plan

Ifdm‘sonuhlnglwishmoreofm
understood, it is this: the woman who

“already has one” may be quietly grieving
a child who simply has not arrived yet.
She does not need to be reminded how
lucky she is. She needs to be asked how
she is. Often the most healing thing a
family member, a friend - or a doctor —
can do is stop offering gratitude as a cure,
and simply listen.

(Dr. Richika Sahay Shukla is co-founder
and medical director, India IVF Fertility.
durrm@ndtmbﬂn)

",ﬁhx“u »
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10J7. Why more Indian couples are being diagnosed with secondary infertility

F4T 3+ AR Sufaat & Fhsd saweford) &1 e FararwEr e

e Analyses of India’s National Family Health Survey data show secondary infertility rose
from roughly 19.5% in the early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015-2016 — close to a doubling in
a single generation; there are multiple factors that are contributing to this including age-
related issues and changes in the body between the first and the second child.

IR & TSET TRAR TATELT FHGTT o 377ehsT 3 [IReIVOT & IaT ToldT & foh sl saniefad
1990 & EIeh T YT H SIS 19.5% F TG 2015-2016 TTeh IITHIT 28.6% &1 1S — ATeAT
Teh €1 UIGT 3 SIaTe79T QNTaT; SEH JTCTeT &t aTel &g e &, ToieTal 39 § Haftra Faeame 3K
Tgel AT g T & o< IR A glel arel aRacet anfdrer 81

Understanding the condition

Rufa = g@stn

e The condition has a name: secondary infertility — the difficulty conceiving or carrying a
pregnancy after you have already had a baby.

=g AT &7 U A1 & A= sAwiefod) — T Ugol & 9247 811 & 16, SIaRT IT3TIRUT ahdet
T ITHTTEAT T TATT W H HISATS |

e Analyses of India’s National Family Health Survey data show secondary infertility rose from
roughly 19.5% in the early 1990s to about 28.6% by 2015-2016 — close to a doubling in a
single generation.

R & TSERT ITRAR TARELY AETOT & 3Tehal & [ILAYUT H TAT ToldT ¢ foh Teha SaIhieoer
1990 & &I T YT H TSI 19.5% H TGehT 20152016 Tk I3T$HIT 28.6% &1 TS — ATeAT
Teh &1 REY & AT 2N |

e Egg numbers and quality fall with every passing year; clinics in cities including Delhi/NCR,
Bengaluru, Mumbai and others, have reported a sharp rise in women seeking help only after
the age of 35.

& IoR a¥ & AT HSTLHT Y T 3 T H gl SN §; R/ THANHR, FreTs, Hors
3R 317 AR & Follfelehl a1 35 AY T 38 o dTe; HGRICHT oot dTell A3 T TEAT H ool geier
TSt T g

¢ As many as one in five Indian women now lives with Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian
Syndrome (PMOS), which tends to worsen with time.

IS IR I H F Ueh HRAT Al GreusIhisa AcHEiias AR {A (PMOS) &
gHITad &, St 6T & A1 3R &9 g AhdT ¢

e A Caesarean section may have left adhesions; an old, untreated infection may have scarred
a fallopian tube.

Teh WO RTe AT & AR & FIdehrd g Fehell &; IS YRIAT, SRR HehaA0T hollfdeT <ga
Y T qglzuadndl“s"l

e Sperm counts fall with weight, stress, smoking and even the polluted air so many of us
breathe.

HTUL3HT T HEAT FoTeT, TaTd, YT R TgT ek foh AR SRT T o STled alell Tgive gar
HROT Y HH &1 Fehell o

e Yetin my experience, Indian men will wait years longer than their wives before agreeing to a
simple semen test, convinced that “we already have a child, so it can’t be me.”

o &1 A 317879 A, HRAT J2W Teh [IYROT HiAe ¢F€ & fIT TEA g1t F Tgel 39l Iicetat
hT JoTaT ST 3HTeeh SASTR el &, WW@%“WWQW%,WWW
TET & TehdiT|”
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Social media has, in many ways, been a gift for fertility awareness.

S AT 7 [T FABAT TSTeTol D AT & oI Teh 3T ATETH T & |

Couples now arrive far better informed than a decade ago; the taboo is finally cracking; brave

women share IVF journeys that once would have been whispered about.

cafcr 31 Ueh &1k Ugel Y JolT H 3Tk STAHN 3 FIY AT &; Ao fFigren dR-eR a7 &

T & Ty ATRTT 3791 IVF 1T FTSTT T ET & ToieTsh IR & gl shaol R A a1 T Sy

|

Second, that this is a medical condition, not a moral verdict — not a punishment, not nazar,

not something they did wrong.

&, I v Fafrcitr Rafa &, 18 Afaes ok 78 — 7 1S #om, 7R, iR A 7o
ST 3egiet ITerd fRar gl

Studx to contain antimicrobial resistant neonatal sepsis begins in India

CHENNAL

NeoSep 1 trial to evaluate

life-saving antibiotic combinations
for newborns with sepsis has expanded to
India, with the first baby being recruited at
the Jawaharlal Postgraduate Education
Institute of Medical and Research (JIPMER)
in Puducherry.

This was followed by recruiting an infant
for the study in Pt. B.D. Sharma PGIMS in
Rohtak. The next on the list is Lokmanya
‘Tilak Municipal College and General
Hospital, Mumbai. Globally, the study,
sponsored by the GARDP Foundation in
collaboration with the UCL Innovative
Clinical Trials Unit; City St George’s,
University of London (SGUL), and Penta
Foundation, is also underway in Vietnam
and Pakistan, and will soon start in
Malaysia, Bangladesh and Uganda.

According to a GARDP statement,
NeoSepl aims to enrol 3,000 newborns
across Asia and Africa by the end of 2028.
Earlier, newborns were enrolled in Ghana,
Kenya and South Africa.

triking at the heart of antimicrobial
resistance, the international

Life-threatening infection
Neonatal sepsis is a life-threatening
bloodstream infection that occurs in babies
under 90 days old, often affecting
premature or low-birth-weight infants. Itis
categorised into early-onset (occurring
within the first 72 hours of life) and
late-onset (occurring up to 28-90 days),
according to a book on neonatal sepsis,
authored by Meenakshi Singh.

“With underdeveloped immune systems,
newborns are es| 1l
life-threatening . Ellis,
Children’s Antibi Project Leader for

Addressing a big issue: Neonatal sepsis s a lfe-threatening bloodstream infection that occurs in babies under
90 days old, often affecting premature or low-birth-weight infants. A

GARDP, told The Hindu, explaining the
significance the NeoSepl has in the context
of growing antimicrobial resistance.

“Today, we stand at a tipping point. The
antibiotics for newborns that we have
relied on for decades are failing against
resistant infections, in many hospital
settings. This trial, led by GARDP and
partners, is about giving neonatologists
new tools, and giving babies with sepsis a
fighting chance at life,” she adds.

Sepsis is the second most common cause
of neonatal mortality, globally responsible
for over one million deaths annually. In

India, neonatal sepsis remains a leading
ibuting to

v, we stand at a tipping point. The
antibiotics for newborns that 2
relied on for decades are failin
resistant infections, in many hospital
settings. This trial, led by the GARDP
and partners, is about giving
neonatologists new tools, and giving
babies with sepsis a
fighting chance at life

SALLY ELLIS

Children's Antibiotics Project Leader for GARDP

preventable deaths annually. Despite
substantial reductions in under-five
mortality over the past two decades,
progress in reducing neonatal mortality has
lagged, with sepsis representing a
persistent and largely preventable cause of
death.”

Divergence from global trends

It turns out that causative agents in India
show a divergence from global trends. Dr.
Almohammadi notes that the
‘microbiological profile of neonatal sepsis in
India differs substantially from that of
high-i

cause of neonatal mortality,
approximately 30%-40% of all neonatal
deaths despite advances in neonatal care,
argues a recent paper ‘Neonatal Sepsis in
India: Epidemiology, Risk Factors and
Preventive Strategies from a Public Health
Perspective’ in the Journal of Clinical
Neonatology.

‘The author Ahmed Abdulaziz
Almohammadi, writes “In India, neonatal
sepsis accounts for an estimated 30%-40%
of all neonatal deaths, translating to
approximately 2,00,000-2,50,000

igl countries, with gr gati
organisms predominating in most Indian
studies. Klebsiella pneumoniae, Escherichia
coli, Acinetobacter species and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa constitute the
majority of bacterial isolates, often
demonstrating multidrug resistance. Group
B Streptococcus (GBS), which is the leading
cause of neonatal sepsis in developed
countries, accounts for only 2%-5% of cases
in India.

‘This makes the NeoSep 1 critical - to
evaluate and produce a profile that is India

specific, addressing the circumstances that
can contribute to, or ameliorate the
condition in India. It is pioneering the use
of a Personalised Randomised Controlled
‘Trial (PRACTical) design, which will
evaluate and rank multiple antibiotic
regimens for newborns
approach will help clinicians cl

effective treatments best suited to their
local context, GARDP spokespersons say.

The goal of the trial is to identify one or
more safe, effective, and affordable
treatments that can reduce the high
number of newborn deaths caused by
drug-resistant sepsis, especially in low- and
middle-income countries. Part 1 of the
NeoSepl trial, conducted in South Africa
and Kenya in 2023, assessed and validated
the appropriate dose for fosfomycin and
flomoxef for use in newborns, in
combination with other antibiotics.

Nishad Plakkal, Principal Investigator of
the NeoSepl trial in India and Head of the
Department of Neonatology at JIPMER,
explains:“the study is a pragmatic trial and
allows clinicians to make the diagnosis of
sepsis as they normally would. However, to
ensure the inclusion of infants with a high
probability of infection, we use a sepsis
severity score that we derived from an
earlier global observational study
(NeoOBS). Our microbiology team cultures
the baby’s blood (and sometimes spinal
fluid) to help identify the organism causing
a day or two. They
-resistant infections.”
that the primary
outcome, or the main question the study is

designed to answer, is death within 28 days;

while secondary outcomes will include
death within 90 days, need for additional
antibiotics, length of hospital stay, and
re-admission.
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

10J7. Study to contain antimicrobial resistant neonatal sepsis begins in India

R A TR WAEde Agqera Aftaw # ifa F F v sreawe v

Striking at the heart of antimicrobial resistance, the international NeoSep 1 trial to evaluate

life-saving antibiotic combinations for newborns with sepsis has expanded to India, with the
first baby being recruited at the Jawaharlal Postgraduate Education Institute of Medical
and Research (JIPMER) in Puducherry.

mmﬁﬂmwﬁmmy,mﬁ%mfﬂgﬁ$ﬁv

St T&feh UENTieeh HaToTall T Hodiehel el dTell AT NeoSep 1 TRIETOT $1R oeh
TaEaTiRe gt aram 8, Torast uge RIY Tl & STargdare YReISIUe T+ $FIYE 3HH
AfdFa U3 RET (JIPMER) & enfAer fRar arar g

Neonatal sepsis is a life-threatening bloodstream infection that occurs in babies under 90

days old, often affecting premature or low-birth-weight infants.
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AqeTTcl ATCHH Th Sitaet & fAT @eAT a9 ATelT IFATaTe HHAC 8, Si 90 feet & haf 3G &
TRRI3T & g1aT & 3R e GHY & g STe A IT HH Foled dTel AT T Ferfar il 81

It is categorised into early-onset (occurring within the first 72 hours of life) and late-onset
(occurring up to 28-90 days), according to a book on neonatal sepsis authored by Meenakshi
Singh.

Hrered g Ry fofd Aasiia afqd o 3TenRd J&ds & 38R, 58 RIS qe3rd arer
(STareT & gl 72 HET & #ficR glet aren) 3R 3T & QBT arel (2890 Fereit eh glet arern) avit &
fenfaa frar aram 8

“With underdeveloped immune systems, newborns are especially prone to life-threatening
sepsis,” Sally Ellis, Children’s Antibiotics Project Leader for GARDP, told The Hindu,
explaining the significance the NeoSep1l has in the context of growing antimicrobial
resistance.

“HTAH AT FTARETT JOTH o RO, At RIY AT & & Sftaet & frw @awr aotet arer Aftww
& ufa HageAeler 81 §,” GARDP & Children’s Antibiotics Project Leader el Tfo o sed
QIMURIER GfRTer & Hesl & NeoSepl & Hged 1 TSI §C The Hindu T S|

Sepsis is the second most common cause of neonatal mortality, globally responsible for
over one million deaths annually.

AT FITd FHeg & T GERT T 37TH FHROT &, S AReh TR W gl a¥ e o W 31feh
#Hidi & fow AR B

In India, neonatal sepsis remains a leading cause of neonatal mortality, contributing to
approximately 30%—-40% of all neonatal deaths despite advances in neonatal care, argues a
recent paper ‘Neonatal Sepsis in India: Epidemiology, Risk Factors and Preventive Strategies
from a Public Health Perspective’ in the Journal of Clinical Neonatology.

HR H, TSI ST F YT o STAS[G AT AICHH Aol g & T Ueh TG HROT &1l
BT &, S Aol Aot Hld & S8 30%—40% FNTer & &, M Journal of Clinical
Neonatology 3 JerTTRId gTTerdT T ‘Neonatal Sepsis in India: Epidemiology, Risk Factors
and Preventive Strategies from a Public Health Perspective’ # gT 31T g1

Klebsiella pneumoniae, Escherichia coli, Acinetobacter species and Pseudomonas
aeruginosa constitute the majority of bacterial isolates, often demonstrating multidrug
resistance.

31TRIRTr SFERT ST 3TSHISICH I AT FI &, ST 31FIR AeIZ WATET TS iRid R g |

It is pioneering the use of a Personalised Randomised Controlled Trial (PRACTical)
design, which will evaluate and rank multiple antibiotic regimens for newborns with sepsis.

I8 qHAATSSS {SAIS(S Heles Trd (PRACTical) BBITger o 3uter 1 31Tel & TET &, it
ATHH F NS wTasie R & v w8 Tariifes ITaR cqaeyn3ii 1 Fodisa AR Ha
freIRoT |

The goal of the trial is to identify one or more safe, effective, and affordable treatments that
can reduce the high number of newborn deaths caused by drug-resistant sepsis, especially
in low- and middle-income countries.

S8 YIETUT T 365 Teh AT 3i1feren FRF&Y, wormelt i Rrprarelt 3Tart ot ggare et &, St
Iy &9 § fAAT 3R ALga 317 arer S2if # gar-gfae Afaw & FROT g arell 93 FEAT H
FaorTd Alal & FE Gk |

Sepsis

Sepsis is a life-threatening medical emergency that develops when the body’s
response to an infection becomes uncontrolled and begins damaging its own tissues
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and organs.

Normally, the immune system releases chemicals and activates immune cells to
destroy disease-causing microorganisms. In sepsis, this defence response becomes
dysregulated, producing widespread inflammation, abnormal blood clotting and
disturbed blood circulation. Consequently, vital organs may receive insufficient oxygen
and nutrients.

Sepsis itself is not contagious. However, the infection that triggers it—such as
influenza, COVID-19 or bacterial pneumonia—may sometimes spread between
people.

How Sepsis Develops

An infection begins in a particular part of the body.

The immune system responds strongly to fight the microorganism.

Inflammatory chemicals enter the bloodstream and affect the whole body.

Small blood vessels may become leaky, blood pressure may fall and tiny clots may
obstruct circulation.

Reduced blood flow damages organs such as the brain, lungs, heart, kidneys and
liver.

A simple example is severe bacterial pneumonia. The infection begins in the lungs, but
the uncontrolled immune response may later reduce blood pressure and impair kidney
and brain function.

Common Causes

Sepsis can arise from bacterial, viral, fungal or parasitic infections, although bacterial
infections are frequent causes.

Common starting points include:

Lungs: Pneumonia.

Urinary system: Urinary-tract or kidney infection.

Abdomen: Appendicitis, intestinal perforation or gallbladder infection.

Skin and soft tissues: Infected wounds, burns or cellulitis.

Bloodstream and medical devices: Infected intravenous lines or catheters.

Major Warning Signs

Fever, shivering or feeling unusually cold.

Rapid heartbeat or weak pulse.

Fast or difficult breathing.

Confusion, unusual sleepiness or disorientation.

Extreme pain or severe discomfort.

Cold, clammy, pale or sweaty skin.

Reduced urination, dizziness or a marked fall in blood pressure may indicate worsening organ
dysfunction. A suspected case requires immediate hospital care.

Septic Shock

Septic shock is an advanced and particularly dangerous form of sepsis in which severe
circulatory and metabolic abnormalities cause persistently low blood pressure.

It may result in multiple-organ failure and death unless circulation and infection are treated
urgently.
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People at Higher Risk

¢ Newborns, children below five years and older adults.

e  Pregnant or recently delivered women.

e People with diabetes, cancer, kidney disease or weakened immunity.

e  Patients with major injuries, burns, recent surgery, prolonged hospitalisation or invasive
medical devices.

Diagnosis and Treatment

e Doctors assess symptoms, blood pressure, breathing, oxygen level, urine output and signs of
organ dysfunction.

e Blood and other samples may be tested to identify the microorganism. Tests may include blood
counts, lactate measurements, cultures and imaging.

e Treatment generally includes rapid antimicrobial therapy, intravenous fluids, oxygen and
control of the infection source, such as draining an abscess or removing an infected device.

e Medicines called vasopressors may be needed to raise dangerously low blood pressure.
Severe cases may require intensive care, mechanical ventilation or dialysis. Treatment must be
repeatedly reassessed, especially because unnecessary or incorrect antibiotic use contributes
to antimicrobial resistance.

BSNL announces satellite phone priced at

1.34 lakh for ‘challenging environments’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

State-run BSNL on Thurs-
day announced the availa-
bility of a satellite phone
for %1.34 lakh, part of its
push to expand satellite
communication services to
defence, maritime and dis-
aster-response users.

In a social media post on
Thursday, BSNL men-
tioned that the satellite
phone is priced at
%1,34,166 apiece, including
all taxes, and has been de-
signed for challenging en-
vironments, offering voice
calls and SMS services in
remote areas not covered
by conventional mobile
networks.

“When  conventional

L

BSNL "

The satphone will offer services
in areas not covered by
conventional networks

mobile networks can't
reach, the BSNL Satellite
Phone keeps you connect-
ed. Designed for challeng-
ing environments, making
it an ideal solution for De-
fence, Maritime, Disaster
Response, Mining, Remote
Operations and Adventure
Travel,” the BSNL social

media post displaying the
price of a satellite phone
said. Users can contact the
nearest BSNL office for
more details, the telco said
while sharing a mobile
number in the post.

The mobile number, ho-
wever, was not responsive.

“As Always. No one is
responding to the above
Given Number,” a verified
account holder on X com-
mented on the post.

An email query sent to
BSNL did not elicit an im-
mediate response. In Fe-
bruary, an official state-
ment said that BSNL had
been providing voice call
and SMS services through
the Global Satellite Phone
Service (GSPS) to the gen-
eral public and private en-

terprises since January 1,
2018. According to an offi-
cial statement dated Febru-
ary 11, the Department of
Telecommunications
(DoT) issued the instruc-
tions on June 12, 2017, in
respect of the provision of
satellite-based  services,
which inter alia mandated
that BSNL is required to
complete the customer ac-
quisition process pre-
scribed for mobile connec-
tions, as amended from
time to time. BSNL’s satel-
lite phone postpaid plans
were available for govern-
ment and commercial enti-
ties at fixed monthly charg-
es of 3,500, 5,835 and
%11,670, offering 16, 30 and
60 minutes of free talk
time or SMS.

10J7. BSNL announces satellite phone priced at ¥1.34 lakh for ‘challenging
environments’

BSNL & ‘Feiteirqet aRfFafaal & faw 21.34 ar@ Hera aren damse B diea w3
6 aryor H
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e State-run BSNL on Thursday announced the availability of a satellite phone for ¥1.34 lakh,
part of its push to expand satellite communication services to defence, maritime and
disaster-response users.

TIHRY TR aTelt BSNL & IaR I 1.34 AT HIA ATel AT B hT STTstrell T
YO T, ST 38T, FAAY 3R 3raer afafRar suderRdit o dearge FAR Aant w faedar
T T 3TRT Igol o fgear B

e Inasocial media post on Thursday, BSNL mentioned that the satellite phone is priced at
%1,34,166 apiece, including all taxes, and has been designed for challenging environments,
offering voice calls and SMS services in remote areas not covered by conventional mobile
networks.

XA T Teh Wi HSAT G H BSNL o o1 foh ATATSE BIeT 1 hieret qaf &3t Aigel
%1,34,166 Wfcl 5915 ¢, 31 30 geteliyot uRfeufa & fov famse forar arr &, S o
FlaTgel Sicad ¥ aTeY & GIEY 8141 3 aIgH Fiel 3N SMS HAM J&TT HT ¢

e “When conventional mobile networks can’t reach, the BSNL Satellite Phone keeps you
connected.

aaqrrqﬁaimmau#aﬁrq—g‘*atrrﬁ a9 BSNL HETATSE BIeT MU SIS T61 A HETH il
gl

e Designed for challenging environments, making it an ideal solution for Defence, Maritime,
Disaster Response, Mining, Remote Operations and Adventure Travel,” the BSNL social
media post displaying the price of a satellite phone said.

TIEY FATere 3 USAER caet & foIv U 317ae) AT §,” BSNL &1 else Biet & Hidd
YT et aTell AIRTel HTSAT e 7 gl 17|

e BSNL’s satellite phone postpaid plans were available for government and commercial
entities at fixed monthly charges of 3,500, ¥5,835 and ¥11,670, offering 16, 30 and 60
minutes of free talk time or SMS.

BSNL & He18e BYeT TFeds Talel FIHRY 3R sargaiys aegmat & faw 3,500, 25,835 31K
11,670 & AT ATl Yoeh I 3ueists U, To=Tel sharer: 16, 30 3R 60 AeTe 1 fo:g[eeh eidh
TISH AT SMS FiaHT YeT= T STt AT

10J7. OpenAl launches ChatGPT Work,
delving into workplace automation

OpenAl & ChatGPT Work died 33T, e
TaaTeleT Y fem & 931 HgH

OpenAl launches ChatGPT Work,
delving into workplace automation

e OpenAl on Thursday unveiled ChatGPT Work, an
agent in its popular chatbot designed to execute tasks
across different applications and files, marking the
startup’s latest push into workplace automation.

OpenAl & [%dR T ChatGPT Work 92T faar, St 35

REUTERS

OpenAl on Thursday unveiled ChatGPT Work, an agent in its
popular chatbot designed to execute tasks across different
applications and files, marking the startup’s latest push into
workplace automation. The launch reflects intensifying competition
to build and sell Al tools for professional use. REUTERS

AR TIT chatbot T T agent g1 3 AfF=<T applications
3R files # & & U ¥el & e fBatrser fopam s g, s
workplace automation & &2 & TeE3T T AdATH T
gl

e The launch reflects intensifying competition to

build and sell Al tools for professional use.

g died 9LET 3UART (professional use) & faIT Al tools AT T 3R It fr Jodr
gfaeae’ (competition) Y &2iTdT &1
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Modi hails Australia’s social media ban on minors, signals curbs

MY F Ararfer 9T sireeforar F \rera AfAr gfaaer i @ugar H, yfaau’ & Tha e

Modi hails Australia’s
social media ban on
minors, signals curbs
fGS II: Internal Security |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday praised
Australia’s ban on social
media access for teenag-
ers, in the clearest indica-
tion so far that the Union
government is mulling si-
milar curbs.

“I have followed you
closely, and the way you
have legislated and worked
to protect society in IT and
social media is inspiring
the world,” Mr. Modi told
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese in re-
marks open to the press.

Australia’s Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Act, 2024,
requires social media plat-
forms to detect and block
access to children below
the age of 16.

Union Minister of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, had confirmed
discussions for similar
curbs in India during the
Al Impact Summit earlier
in February.

‘Right way to go’
“Certainly there is a need
for protecting our chil-
dren, protecting our socie-
ty... we are in a conversa-
tion regarding age-based
restrictions with the va-
rious social media plat-

Digital control

Several countries are following
Australia’s footsteps to curb
social media use by children

Malaysia: under-16s barred
from owning social accounts

Indonesia: minors blocked
from *high-risk’
platforms

France: Bill
passed to ban
social media
use by
under-15s
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forms... the right way to go
about this,” he said.

In conversations and
public remarks, officials at
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY) have said that
India is exploring a “grad-
ed” set of restrictions that
would allow some social
media access while block-
ing some categories of con-
tent depending on the age
cohort of a minor.

It is not yet clear if the
government is planning to
bring this into action with
a law in Parliament or with
amendments to the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, which have
been the main legal way
for the government to in-
troduce rules for require-
ments like labelling Al-gen-
erated images.

10J7. Modi hails Australia’s social media ban
on minors, signals curbs
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e Australia’s Online Safety Amendment (Social
Media Minimum Age) Act, 2024, requires social media

platforms to detect and block access to children below the
age of 16.
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e In conversations and public remarks, officials at the
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) have said that India is exploring a “graded” set of
restrictions that would allow some social media access
while blocking some categories of content depending on
the age cohort of a minor.
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e ltis not yet clear if the government is planning to
bring this into action with a law in Parliament or with
amendments to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021, which have been the main legal way
for the government to introduce rules for requirements like
labelling Al-generated images.
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